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His creatures. We cannot exclude that conception from our
thoughts of Him ; and indeed the ultimate to many problems
that we are forced to give up is couched in terms of it. ' Shall
not the Judge of all the earth do right ?' But the very analogy
of human life teaches us not to regard this as the chief element
in the picture we form of Deity. The vast majority of us
never enter a law-court. It stands behind us as a safeguard
for our rights when assailed, and it is a pillar of the fabric of
society. But weigh the word cjudge', or even 'king', against
the word ' father' or ' motherJ, and we see at once how impos-
sible is any comparison. Must not the function of God as* the
universal Parent, concerned supremely with the perfecting
of His family and every member in it, take its place as
incomparably the highest and truest of which our minds can
conceive ?

If that is true, and the ultimate purpose of God is attained
by the perfecting of every man, as a free agent, for the work
of ministering to the social organism in which he finds himself,
we may dismiss the idea of merit as establishing a claim on
God for reward. Good thoughts, words, and deeds are not so
many golden coins the accumulation of which will enable us
to purchase a mansion with the blest. They are the fruits
of a tree that has been carefully planted, watered, grafted,
pruned, that it may become the very best that the gardener's
patience and skill can raise. And that is a fair inference from
Zarathushtra's teaching of the Daena. Nay more, it survives
in that gem of the Later Avesta which pictures the Daena as
coming on the wings of a fragrant south wind to meet the
good man's soul, and to reveal that her fairness has grown
with every good thought, word, and deed of his life. May not
the orthodox Zoroastrian regard that as the pivot of his
Founder's teaching, and take the Weighing as a parable which
conveys profound important but not primary truth ? It would
answer fairly to the forensic metaphor by which Paul strove
to make clear one aspect of the Atonement. The overstrain-
ing of the metaphor has done harm to Christian theology
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